less of an adventure
- New centers help Gls ease inf

o ,ViC'ENZ}LA,:ItaIy — The Army’s new Transition Cen-

| THE STARS AND STRIPES

. Byl KING CRUGER
.- Northern Italy bureau

‘-__ters in Eurape scored. points with Pfc. Mark Harness

" dfter he aftended & miandatory pre-separation briefing

:. in Vicenza, - - -

*- pf 'the 502nd

' " also attended. the briefing at the
-~ Vicenza -transition- center; said P
“.. she gatheréd g lot of information

-ties, plus benefits’ 1o which ‘her [
.+ husband is entitled. .

" fore - attending the briefing),”
- Claudia Harnest said. ' -

" been set uF as ‘a ong-stop shop to provide a smoeth <. .
. or ali soldiers, including retirges, if they.
- choose, from the active-duty Army to.the civilian world,
said Ted N. Warden, the center manager.. .- .7, 1/

_transition

- that is their choice, wilh the lickets provided by, their -

*I found out there was a pay discrepancy of $4,000 1

“was entitled to,” said Harness, whe s assigned to Co E .

_ Avi_atipn Regt at. Aviano AB, Jtaly. He's -
-gettifig out to work as an aireraft g

electrician. .. - 0
His wife, Clandia Harness, who

aboirt her educational oppoftuni-

““Being Itakian, 1 didnt know

mgch about the U.S. military (be-

The Vicenza Transition' Cen-" Il

ter, one of the Army's newesl, has Warden

£55iNg R
United States ‘any day of the week on ¢iviltan flights, if

L _local transporiation office, Warden explained, -

- . Darby, Naples,

. month. ‘It, along with five centers in Germany {at’.
.- . Mannheim, Hanau, Wiirzbur~, Baumholder and Vil-
" . seck), .‘;:lus, ficarly a dozen satellite operations, will =
th

. servethe U8, Army. Europe, The Mannheim center; -

“The center at 'Vicenza hecame fully aperational ast

”the Army’s first in Europe, opened in jate July, "+

* . ‘The regponsibility for.-operati_]i%a_nd staffing the cen- .
1618 has been contracted out-to .

_ Air Force standby

+ | The American military medical presence is returning,
- ta.Frankfurt, Germany, but-only in case of war. "+~
... _-The-Air Force officially takes over the former 97th

.. General Hospial -in-Frankfurt in a ceremony. today.

~ - The -hospital will be ruﬂa_é?,‘gcd'thef'u?th=.,U.S,, Air Foree ¢
- Contingency Hospital and will be used as an emergency.” -
~mediéal .center in® case of war or natural disasier,fac-~
> Maj. Hugh Paterson, commander of the fa-:

iy MAREINKADE
T Staffwriter . - s

me

for,casualliss: However, the facility is closed:-and w

‘oot be'staffed until thie Department of Défense déter-:

*miings-that¢xtra medical care could be required. .

.. Before’the drawdown, the military in Europe main:

S tained. 10 such facilitigs, During the Persian Gulf War,

. cight standby

L erson sR
.- ~The Alr’

the summer.

. “From a taxpayes point of view, it made bettér sense

10 keep the Frankfurt facilities and return the Wiesba-

“den. hospital to the German. government,” Paterson
- said, The Wizsbaden hospital is scheduled for return to-

the German government in 1996,

~cause’ of the diawdown;

;. hassle, oo e o -
.. =:*The centers can fix any problem for any saldiets, no
", matter.whete théy corie from,” Greet said,. = _
- .'The Vicenza center conducts- mandatory pre-separa-
" tioti briefings monthly for soldiers separating ‘within

Lo o Ere briefed.
- “The center permits soldiers to speed to the civilian -
- world directly from Vicenza with no stop {or out-proe-"-
in the United: Siates. Soldiers may fly. to. the - ~-nancean o
chargepapers. .. oL o
~ T "We want 1o have orders in-the hands of the soldiers’
_ . - ot later- than 90 days prior to departure ... not 90
" “This gervice is not only for the soldiers assigned to - ¢
- Caserma Ederle here in’ Vicenza, but far-all Army pér- - §
~-sonnel in. Italy, including Verona, Aviane, Camp -
¥{ome and Brindisi,” Wardensaid, -~

esource Consullants

contingency bospital, he seid, s a filly functional i
dica)-facillly capable of;grfoviding’a full range of care:

orce Teduced its contingency hospitali.to -, tere.. . -

- "ofie-— in Wicsbaden, Germany. When renovation costs

Making the trip home §

ase into civilian world -

" Int.of Viena, Va.

T “We have only thres pn'tliq staff of the -Viéeqzai cefl- .

ter, piug a staffer at finanee, as opposed. to six people’

‘who' formerly perfarmed similar functions working out -
‘of the personnel office,” Warden said.
. The centers”in' Eurfope have ‘been established-be-
g‘oﬁneﬂp European-based sol--- -

diers were out-priocéssed, with frequent delays, in-the

. - United States at either Fort Dix, N.I;; or Fort Jackson,
- 8.C.; said Hal Greer, who as transition services manag-.

er at Vicenza oversees.the transition center.

. “Dix offered. some  economics .because it was at a -
eway-to-the. United States, but Fort. Jackson was a-.

ightimare, especially for families, some traveling with

nothing but numbers,” .said Greer.

- Gréersaid the one:stop centers will mean big savings g
for the Army by eliminating unnecessary transportation
“atid temporary. duty costs and will.save troops time and

‘120’ days. Following the session, during which $oldiéts
experts on housing issues, finance, edu-

cation,.and. m

d?s'j:ridr‘ to.the separation date, especially when con-
gide i

incleding those reliring or gefting any kind of dis-

“¢harge; in the samie helpful manner.

- “How péople feel about their time in the service dg-
pends upon: how they felt when they left the zervice,”
said Greer, o L

e _facilﬁ]ea ‘swap. also méans the Ajr Porce will .

double its-floor space-over the Wissbaden hospital, as
well as the riumber of available surgical rooms, Pater-
5 he ps‘rglr‘t?l‘vd_l!‘ l}.ave-_-‘a capacity of up to 560

AlSo, the ‘Alf Force expects o save about $3.5 mit-
lon. in: costs 'each”yaar. by maintaining the Frankfurt

| equipment: at the hospital, Most of thé equips
ing-froui_closed contingency. hospitals, in-
sbaden.-In. recént months, ‘the Air Force
. -near
iy, he said;

gonstniction techniques; including imbedding steam-
support walls to strengthen the struce

‘ofie.=— in'W [ 7+ During ' World War 11, the hospital was used by the
.- for the Wiesbaden facility were estimated dt about $40 < G '
" . million, the Air Force opted to take over the Frankfurt:

- hospital, The Army had fnvested neatly $60 million in-
reriovations at Frankfunt before closing its doors during -

erman air force 29.a- luxury medical facility, and same

' injured ‘prisoners of war were kept there, The facility
- wasn't bombied during allied atlacl?s on Frankfust, i
U.S. troops took the hospital in 1945, During its time
© s a U.S. medical center, it was the second-largest.in
" Europe“and freated causalities from various conflicts
* including more than 7,000 U.S. and allied soldiers dur.
 ing the Persian Qulf War, Slifer said. Most of those pa- -
“tients had been suffering from noncombat injuries pr

Altnesses,

nimals. It {sending-soldiers ‘and their families therg) .
vas:a tremendous.cost to.the military, and people were . .

) | medical and legal affairs, appointments are.
- ‘made for each:soldier to review records, meet with fi- -
~nance-and-sef in motion the issuance of orders and dis- -

- rations for leave andfor permissive TDY come inta
.-play in‘conjutictiol with separation,” Warden said.
. 'The center will . make things much easier for those -
- -seeking to leave Europe; Warden said. “It {the cénter) - -
doasn't cut down on paperwork, but on the time it con-
. .sumes.” The center: pledges to treat all ils cuslomers,

standby: staff of 20’ teckinicians will -

Iy $9 million worth of ¢quipment to

‘ e hospitalwas built before (he German invasion of
-Poland in 1933, said Barbara Slifer, a spokeswoman for
th¢ European Health Services Support Area. Polish la-
he P . borers construcied the Facility, which used inngvilive
itals in Europe were activated; Pats ..~ clion
W e LT s T heating plpes

| Thursday, Octobar 12, s

S45: Chuck Gorl

the Smithsonian Enstitution Press, examings new books
and posteards- with a represéntative of 12 university

.. presses” in the United Kingdom while at the 4Tth

Frankfurt Book Fair ih Germany. The fair opened

. Wednesday in the:Frankfurt convention conter to those .
who work with boaks profeasionially. It will be open I

the public Saturdsy and Sunday. Abowt 330,000 titles'

will be on display from 6,497 publishing companles- -

around the world:

‘Fogged-i

1

- By KEVINDOUGHERTY -

i ealserslantern bureay -

SFANGDAHLEM AB,; Germany —. All non- -
essential personnel in-the Spangdahiem military

communi :

- work Wednesd

ion | and

|G b
i¢ By augh, -
1Fig chisf of public af-.
at -concern"{p. basé ‘officils is the

Of; articul
annex — formerly past of Bitburg AB — 2
Spangdahblem, . - . ¢ oy s

. “The fog-was thick;

was_ heavy,” said Senior .
"Youcouldn't see 10 feet ahead ofyou” ™ . -
. The majority of military pessonnel on the day
- shift typically report fqr'gﬂty'byf?‘:ﬁﬂ am,, Jack:.
son_smd._ The . two-hour 'I’GPIEGVG Eavc evetyom )
enough time to- slowly negotiate Hhis or her way
through the fog, which dissipated as the moming -
WOTre on, - iRt B ]
While delays caused by snow.are not uncom::
mon, a weatheér forecaster told ist Lt. Don Borr
chelt, a base spokesman, that he could not recsll
in-his four years such a respite because of fog.

Word search ©

Amy Pastan, senfor editor df-éﬁ'ﬁﬁ&-ﬁﬁbtb'gfa'phy for

werg given two: extra-hours to getto "1
y when a'thick fog blanketed the, [

. 10-mile" winding - stretch “between. - the ,Bitbuﬁrg q

* Airmian Robin Jackson, & base spokeswoman. .
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