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Pupils find wr

Give others ‘your world,’
author tells DODDS workshop

By C.8. ALLBRIGHT
Staff writer

GELNHAUSEN, Germany — Clifton Taulbert, a
successful author who has swritien about growing up in
the South, is touring Europe and encouraging pupils to
wiite about their own experiences,

“Your story is a very important part of the American
story,” Taulbert told the would-be writers at o Depart-
muent of Defense Dependents Schools seminar,

About 150 pupils from 15 schouis in the Hanau dis-
trict attended the young authors confetence last weck
1o learn more about writing.

Tauthert is the author of Once Upon a Time When -

We Were Colored, which was made into a movie re-
leined stiteside In April. He has been on a tour of
DODDS-Europe schools talking 1o youngsters about
writing and of AAFES bookstores promoting his latest
book, The Last Train North.

Taulbett 1old the youths that living in Europe and
around the world gave them experiences far different
Tram his own, growing up in the Collon Belt in the pre-
civil rights era.

His book Once Upon a Time When We Wero Col-
cred recounts the memaorles of “ordinary people from
the Mississippi delta who impacted my life,”

The 49-year-old Taulbert said he spent many hours
listening to members of his (amily and community de-
scribe their lives,

For him, his world and the “whitc workl” co-existed
in something resembling paralicl dimensions that only
occasionally touched. When he left his home in 1963
for St. Louis, he said he was "totatly unaware of the
changes' happening in the country,

Taulbert, who was in the Air Force from 1964 to
1968, said 1hat before he staried writing he had “no
idea that 1 would write and that people around the
world would read what | wrote,”

He encouraged the pupils from first through 12th
grades to observe their surroundings, ask questions of
previous generations and listen,

“When you write, it gives your world 1o someone
else,” Taulbert said.

Taulbert told homespun tales of growing up before
the days of indoor toilets, automatic ice mukers and
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Author Clifton Tnulbert signs autographs at the young authors conference In Gelnhausen, Germuny,

canvenience slorcs.

Kristin Alcantara, 13, an eighth-gesder ol Hanau

Middle School, said talking with Taulbcrt “mude me
think sbout my own memories that | would write ubout.
[ try 10 think more about the details, the way he (Taul-
bert) remembered the details of his tife.™”

Sixth-grader Daniel Rush from Butebach Elementary
said he liked Taulbert's storics, particulatly the one
about chipping fee from blocks and making ice cream,

“The things that we tuke for granted loday were neat
back then,” he said. “You couldn’t just get ice oul of
trays in the [freezer, or go to the store and buy ive
cteam."”

Among workslop participants way David Schuster, o
sccond-grader at Argonner Elementary in Hanau, Like

wther participants, hie had 10 wiite o stony ot g poemein
orcer to atrend, David wrote & story called The Wish-
ing Well, about a boy “who wishes for o fnemd and pels
#mimature dinosaur as o companion

His mother, Christine, siaid she was corposed that
her som was interested in attembing the conference,
“I's himd ol a shoek for him 1o have written his” she
st CTIe's pretty active, and more interested i sparts,
But this was n really good program, beciuse 11 his them
weiling armd using thetrimaginations ™

Taulhert, wha runs a kmall markcting company, lives
in Tulsp, Okda,, with hig wife and tvo chiddien and s o
Mrequent speaker on the leeture vircnit, He s conting-
ing kis tour through Germany and Pagliml, and en
Muy 3 will address another young iuthors workshop in
Wiirzhurg,

Cable TV industry helping deliver
high-tech teaching to classrooms

the  Classtoom, an educational

their closing

Two of the largest U.S. military
high schools in Europe will cele-
brate. nearly 50 years of cxistence
cach as they shut- their doors for-
ever at the close of this school
year.

Graduates of Frankfurt High
School between 1946 and 1995 are
invited to a reunion from Monday
through next Wednesday. Contact
Leslie Spear at DSN 320-3738/1700
or civilian 069-550641/6412/6413
days or 069-56-5902,

In Farth, Germany, former fac-
ulty, staff  and students  of
Niirnberg High School are invited
1o celebrate “End of #n Eagle
Era”

The ceremony will begin at 9
a.m, next Wednesday with a wel-
come reception in the school li-
brary for invited friends and digni-
laries. A formal closure cercmony
will be held a1 10 a.m. in Kalb The-
ater, ‘

A harbecue piénic will begin at -

noon, followed by games and en-
tertainment.

Additional information is avail-
able from Mayme Crawford, dep-
ut [;rincipal, at 460-7275 or 0911-
7(}6-_ 275,

DALLAS (A1) — Instend of hlack.
boards there are viden sereens, inslead of
textbooks, computers.

A-peek inside the classroum of the fu-
ture shows these high-tech devices, once
considered the domain of business, as
standard learning tools — just. ay test-
books are today,

That was at Jeast onc vision emerging
from the National Cahle Televislon Asso-
ciation’s convention, where an exhibit of
the classroom of the Tuture is on display,

While the exhibig is forward-looking, it
also highlights how existing cable technolo.
gy now is being used to enbance education.

Since 1989, the cable indusiry has

hooked up thousands of clementary and

secondary schools 1o cable. It provides
more than 525 hours of commercial-free
educational programs 1o schools each

month,

Since last May, Turncr Educationa)
Services, a division of Turner Broadcasts
ing Co,, has heen offering schools the op-
portunity to take electronic fickd trips,

Pupils using TV scts or computers con-
necied to cahle and saicllites have been
able to “visit" a nutionaf park in Kenya
and tour a battleficld in Gettysburg, Pa,
all without leaving the classroom. It's all
done live with expertn on hand te ficld pu-
pils’ questions relayed by computer, fax or
phone. C

“It melts the barricrs of time and dis.
tance in the classroom,” said Gary Rowe,

M
We’re brin

ing the
clasaroom right into the
living room.’
- Harnigor Miligr,
Lighispan vice prosident

a senior vice president at Turnes,

For-an entire school o go on one trip it
would have 1o pay $395, But Turner, which
does not affer the scrvice for a profil,
charges prorated fees based on the num-
ber of students who participale, The
maoney is used to cover production costs,

In another project, Lightspan Part.
nership Ine. is working with cable and tele-
Ehnne companies to link schools and

omes together so that parcnts, using a
computer or specially equipped TV can

- tap into a data base at the school apd

cheek on their childeen’s homework ge.
signments, send and receive messapes
from teachers and get other information.

_ “We're bringing the classroom sipht
inte the living room,” said Hartison Mﬁ'ib
er, Lightspan vice president, adding thit

rescarch shows that pupily do better when -

their parenty are invalved, Lightspan de-
velops reading and math materiods thi
are distributed over cable and 1clephone
lines for ¢lassroom e,

To help teichers, who will find pro-
gramming a VCR troublesome, Cabie jn

~opened atralning conter in

fron
backed by the cable wedustry, and a divi-
swin of Philips Consumer Electronics Co,
have created & new VR, said Bobhi
Kiamil, executive ditcatim of Calile in the
Classroom,

By following a couple of simple com:
mandy on & computer, o teacher ean select
from an array of educanonal TV programy
to record. With the click of & mouse, the
selections are downlonded to the special
VCR, which is connected 10 the computer,

The VOR records the programs selected.

For others who need more intersive
felp, Tele-Commumcations Inc.. the na
ton's largest cable 'c_nmpzmg), recently

in Denver for
teachers, parents and school board mem-
bets ta learn about new technologies, kow
10 wse them and how they can help in the
classroom, About 400 peaple Bave used
the center, said Haltic Owen, wh ovets
seesit, '
. Sorite companice are working on mik-
ing the classroom: more accessible from
h_nmc. Fones Education Networks, a divi-
sion of cable company Jones Tntereable, is
putting together a system that would let
Fcﬂpic buy education courses on demand
rom their TV sets - meaning they
wouldn't have to sign up in advance, They
watld seleet a course, ranging from Span-
ish and guitar lessons 4o college eredit
courdes, and pay for it over the TV scf,
sald tim Carlson, o vice president sl Joncs
Intercable.




